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WINTER/SPRING LECTURE PROGRAMME 2026/2027
   10th September 2026.
Professor Tony King,  Emeritus Professor of Archaeology at Winchester University and Group member will give a talk entitled “From the Solent to the Downs. An overview of Southern Hampshire in the Late Iron Age and Roman period”. 
   8th October 2026.
Local Historian and Author, Marc Heighway will give a talk entitled “The Beaulieu River at War” Prior to war the Beaulieu River was a sleepy waterway, but once requisitioned by the navy, witnessed an incredible amount of activity. The fear of invasion also led to the village being set as a trap for invading forces. As war progressed, the estate was used to prepare for D-Day, including secret tests being conducted on the water. Aspects of the Mulberry Harbour were also constructed locally, and the historical Buckler’s Hard shipyard pivoted to the production of naval vessels. The talk also includes a visual tour showing leftover elements from the war that are hidden in plain sight.
12th November 2026.
Wessex Archaeology who are based near Salisbury will be giving us a talk. Full details and speaker will be notified to members in due course.
 
10th December 2026.
Members Evening with a review of the 2026 excavation at New Copse, plans for the future and last seasons fieldwork plus presentations from members.
14th January 2027.-Meeting via Zoom.
Dr Nick Barratt is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and author who also provides expert research and heritage services, consultancy for private academic and corporate clients. He will give a Zoom presentation entitled “1215 and all that: the real story of the Magna Carta”.
11th February 2027.
Dr Miles Russell, Principal Academic in Prehistoric and Roman Archaeology and Director of Fieldwork in the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology at Bournemouth University will give a talk entitled “Piltdown Man: adventures in archaeological forgery”.
In 1912 it was announced that the remains of the earliest human, the so-called 'missing link' in the chain of human evolution, had been found in the gravel of Piltdown in Sussex. The discovery was an archaeological sensation and its finder, Charles Dawson, quickly became a global celebrity. Forty years later, and Piltdown Man was exposed as nothing more than a crude hoax. For the last 50 years, people have speculated on the identity and motives of the forger, but it has become increasingly clear that Piltdown was not a one-off, more the culmination of a life's work. This, then, is the story of fakery, deception, animosity, suspicion, accusations, law-breaking, eviction, revenge and at least one highly suspicious death. Truth is sometimes stranger than fiction. 

11 th March 2027.Steve Roberts, Freelance Writer and Speaker will give a talk entitled  'Lawrence of Arabia in Dorset', a talk which will tell Lawrence's story but also delve into his local connections, e.g. with Wareham, Moreton, Bovington and even Christchurch. Actually, a truer title for the talk might be Lawrence in Dorset and Hants as he will also look at his links to places like Southampton, Hythe and Calshot. 
8th April 2027.
Annual General Meeting.

Our AGM commences at 7.00pm and will be followed by a talk by Marcus Ward, Director, of the Wild New Forest entitled ‘Wild New Forest Projects’which will give a  overview of the different work and wildlife projects they are involved in. Wild New Forest is a not-for-profit Community Interest Company. They are passionate about conserving and sharing wildlife in the New Forest and supporting the next generation of naturalists. Wild New Forest was established in 2016, starting out as a regular meeting of like minded naturalists to share data and best practise. Their passion is to support conservation of threatened and poorly understood species in the New Forest by conducting surveys and research sharing the data generated with key stake holders in the New Forest.
Meetings are normally held in the Beech Room (unless stated above) at the    Lyndhurst Community Centre, High Street, Lyndhurst SO43 7NY on the  second Thursday of the month.  Meetings commence at 7.00pm. The cost to members is £2.00 and for non-members £4.00. 

